ARKANSAS MASTER GARDENER TOUR OF
NEW ZEALAND
With optional Australia extension

Departing November 3, 2008

A 14-day tour designed especially for Master Gardeners

Your tour host
Janet Carson, University of Arkansas
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

DA

EINIVERSITY (OF ARKANSAS
DEVISION OF AGRICULTURE MSTER
GARDENER

Canprrative Extension Service

Price $3,995 LAND ONLY double occupancy
Optional Australia extension additional $1,395 plus airfare

Group airfare will be available**
**Group airfare price cannot be quoted yet, fares are not yet posted this far in advance

For more information contact:

Mary Kroening
Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours, L.L.C.
573-881-6316 (if no answer, 573-445-3975)
info@hiddentreasuresbotanicaltours.com
www.hiddentreasuresbotanicaltours.com




ARKANSAS MASTER GARDENER TOUR OF
NEW ZEALAND
With optional Australia extension

November, 2008

Day 1
DEPARTING U.S.A

Day 2
EN ROUTE TO AUCKLAND
As we cross the International Date Line we lose a day travelling “Down-Under”.

Day 3

ARRIVE AUCKLAND (D)

Welcome to New Zealand! Meet and greet on arrival at Auckland International Airport by
your Tour Manager/Driver who will be escorting your tour throughout New Zealand. This
afternoon we travel North of the city to see Muriwai one of Auckland’s popular surf beaches
stopping to view Gannets nesting on the clifftops . Here we visit stunning Totara Waters
garden and stop at Coopers Creek Winery which since humble beginnings has matured over
the years with the landscaping of the gardens, positioning it as one of the most picturesque
settings in the region. Later, we enjoy a tour of the highlights of Auckland , the City of Sails,
exploring the lively waterfront area and the base of New Zealand’s America’s Cup Challenge.
Enjoy the relaxing views along Tamaki Drive, which runs east past peaceful sheltered bays to
Auckland's most expensive real estate as well as a stop at Mt Eden to see spectacular 360
degree views of the city. This evening we take the ferry across the Harbour to Devonport
for dinner.

Day 4

AUCKLAND B ROTORUA (B)

Before leaving the city we stop at Auckland Botanic Gardens home to over 10,000 plant
types. We then visit Ayrlies country garden. Our guide will take us through this garden set on 12
Acres and featuring climbing roses, clematis, wisteria and Petra volubilis, the Mexican
sandpaper vine, soften the archways, pillars and garden structures. Later this morning we travel
to the thermal wonderland of Rotorua, the Sulphur City. Rotorua has the most energetic thermal
activity in the country with bubbling mud pools, gushing geysers, beautiful coloured hot springs
and terrace formations created by mineral water. Rotorua also has a large Maori population
whose cultural activities are interesting and accessible as will be withessed tomorrow evening.
On our arrival we visit Rainbow Springs, specialising in New Zealand flora and fauna
including Kiwi Tuatara Rainbow & Brown Trout. Tonight we will be treated to a traditional
Hangi (feast) and Maori concert.

Day 5

ROTORUA B WELLINGTON (BD)

This morning we visit Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland see the world famous champagne
pool, geysers, bubbling mud, steaming ground, expansive vistas, huge volcanic craters and
sinter terrace formations in a natural bush setting. Next we head for Taupo via New Zealand’s



largest hand planted pine tree forests. Continuing we view the mighty Huka Falls. Huka in
Maori translates to “snow” as the water here has the appearance of snow falling as it is forced
along from Lake Taupo through the falls on its journey along the Waikato River. This afternoon
we continue further south to the volcanic mountains in the Tongariro National Park. We stop
on the slopes of Mt Ruapehu for a glimpse of the unique flora of the region before continuing to
Wellington via the Kapiti Coast.

Day 6

WELLINGTON b DUNEDIN (BD)

Today we have the chance to enjoy a sightseeing tour of New ZealandOs Capital City. We
stop at Otari B WiltonOs bush garden for a guided walk then onto the Wellington Botanic
gardens. We have time to visit New Zealands National Museum Te Papa before joining our
flight to Dunedin in the South Island.

Day 7

DUNEDIN (B)

This morning we have an optional tour of Dunedin Botanical Gardens before heading out
along the Otago peninsula to visit Larnach Castle for a guided tour of the 14 hectares of
grounds. After lunch we journey to Natures Wonders for a wildlife tour. Here, amidst truly
spectacular scenery, the world's rarest penguins, Hoiho the yellow-eyed, the little blue
penguins, the New Zealand fur seals and the Stewart Island Shags all live in harmony. On our
return if time permits we stop at Glenfalloch Gardens with its display of azaleas,
rhododendrons, and many varieties of fuchsia. Doves flutter in the trees and peacocks roam
free. The original homestead of 1871 still stands.

Day 8

DUNEDIN - TE ANAU (BL)

Departing Dunedin we travel to Roxburgh to visit Avenel Station for a guided tour viewing the
gardens and see deer farming before continuing through Gore and on to Lumsden through
some of the most populated sheep country in New Zealand, continuing to Lake Te Anau and
our accommodation. This evening we board a launch and travel across the lake to see the
rushing underground water and glow worm grotto of Te Anau Caves

Day 9

TE ANAU B DOUBTFUL SOUND (BLD)

This morning we travel to Lake Manapouri where we take a cruise from Pearl Harbour to the
West Arm Underground Power Station . After visiting the Power Station we board another
vessel for an overnight cruise of Doubtful Sound viewing excellent waterfalls, rainforest,
mountains and wildlife. Of particular interest are a resident pod of Bottlenose Dolphins and a
colony of Fur Seals. Experience the “Sound of Silence” when the vessels engines are turned off
for the night in a remote bay deep in the wilderness.

***Doubtful Sound is an overnight cruise with weight restrictions on the boat. Luggage will
remain behind secured in the bus overnight. Plan for an overnight bag that can accommodate
your needs for this cruise.

Day 10

DOUBTFUL SOUND B QUEENSTOWN (B)

This morning returning to the dock at Deep Cove we retrace our steps via the Wilmot Pass and
Lake Manapouri to Pearl Harbour. We then reboard our coach for the trip to Queenstown.



the tourism capital of New Zealand. This afternoon we take a cruise across Lake Wakatipu
on the steamer TSS Earnslaw to Walter Peak Station to gain a fascinating insight into
New Zealand high country farming life.

Day 11

QUEENSTOWN (BD)

Today is at leisure. Visit the Remarkable’s or Coronet Peak. Experience the thrill of a jet-boat
ride along the Shotover or Kawerau Rivers. Perhaps a scenic 4 wheel drive excursion through
Skippers Canyon, or a tour to Glenorchy to visit Lord of the Rings movie sites, or maybe just
browse in the many shops and galleries - it's up to you. This evening we will ride on the
Gondola up to BobOs Peak, which overlooks Lake Wakatipu and the impressive
Remarkables Mountain Range, for Dinner.

Day 12

QUEENSTOWN b FAIRLIE (BD)

A day for spectacular sights. This morning we visit historic Arrowtown - a quaint town away
from the hustle and bustle with plenty of shops and historic remains from the Gold Rush days.
Next we visit Gibbston Valley Winery for a wine tasting and cave tour where you travel 76
meters into the Central Otago hillside into New Zealand's largest and most innovative wine
cave. The rocky schist walls within the cave are lined with barrels of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay
still reaching their prime We then head north over the Lindis Pass to skirt the shore of Lake
Pukaki to catch a glimpse of Mount Cook, New Zealand’s highest mountain. Next we travel the
vast Mackenzie Basin, we witness the magnificent blue waters of Lake Tekapo. Here we
visit the Church of the Good Shepherd and the statue of the Collie dog. Continuing over
Burke’s Pass to Fairlie, where we are met by our New Zealand host family. Tonight we enjoy New
Zealand hospitality including a home cooked evening meal.

Day 13

FAIRLIE - CHRISTCHURCH (B)
This morning we travel through Geraldine, Ashburton and across the Canterbury Plains into
Christchurch where we enjoy the sights of the Christchurch the OGardenCityO. Our first visit
being to the Canterbury Museum , where we learn about the history and geography of the area.
Other sights include Christ College, Hagley Park, and the Art Centre before visiting
Christchurch Botanical Gardens for a guided tour. This afternoon is at leisure you could
choose to spend some free time in the city centre - catch a ride through the streets on a tram,
visit the Cathedral which dominates the City Square or climb the steep Cathedral stairway to the
balcony for an outstanding view of the city.

Day 14

CHRISTCHURCH b USA (B)

Our last morning in New Zealand today we board our homeward flight. Crossing the dateline
we arrive back in the United States on the same day. For those choosing the additional
extension to Australia, you will board your flight to Sidney.

Your host for this tour is:

Janet Carson
Arkansas Master Gardener Program Coordinator



TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:

* Auckland Sightseeing

*  Muriwai Gannet Colony

* Totara Water Gardens

*  Summit of Mt Eden

* Devonport

* Auckland Botanic

* Ayrlies Country Garden

* Rainbow Springs

* Maori Concert

* Wai-o-Tapu Thermal Reserve
* Huka Falls

* Lake Taupo

* Tongariro National Park

*  Wellington Sightseeing

* Te Papa New Zealand’s National Museum
* Dunedin Botanical Gardens

* Natures Wonders Wildlife Tour
e Larnach Castle

* Glenfalloch Gardens

* Avenel Station

* Te Anau Glow Worm Caves

* Lake Manapouri

*  Doubtful Sounds Overnight Cruise
* TSS Earnslaw Cruise

* Afternoon tea at Walter Peak Station
* Dinner at Skyline Restaurant

* Bob’s Peak Gondola Ride

* Arrowtown

* Lake Tekapo

*  Church of the Good Shepherd
» Statue of the Collie Dog

* MacKenzie Basin

TOUR INCLUSIONS:

* Meet and Greet on arrival in New Zealand

* 11 Nights quality (4 star minimum) hotel accommodation, twin/double rooms, (single rooms
available with surcharge) all with private facilities

* Baggage assistance at each hotel

* All Tour Admissions as per itinerary

* Cooked Breakfasts (B), Lunches (L), and Dinners (D) where indicated on the itinerary

* Full coverage travel and medical insurance, including cancellation insurance; Policy issued
through AAA

* Touring in modern air conditioned coach

* Local step-on guides for major attractions and gardens

*  Doubtful Sound overnight cruise



6 Day Post Tour to Sydney, Australia

Welcome to Australia! Our tour of Sydney, the biggest and most cosmopolitan city in Australia, will
introduce us to the history and natural beauty of Sydney with a special focus on the harbour. We will also
spend some time in the Blue Mountains and the Hunter Valley — all in all, a great little stopover before
heading home.

Day 1 (D): ARRIVE SYDNEY b

Welcome to Sydney — one of the most vibrant and exciting cities on earth. Host of the Year 2000
Olympics, Sydney is a magnet for the best the world has to offer. Its harbour, its beaches and a warm
sunny climate combine to create a relaxed outdoor lifestyle.

On arrival at Sydney Airport, we clear Customs and Immigration, then meet with our local Coach Captain
who will transfer us into our city-based accommodation. The rest of the day is free to relax. We meet this
evening for dinner in the hotel restaurant.

Citigate Sydney Central (or similar)

Day 2 (BD): SYDNEY SIGHTSEEING

Following a hearty breakfast, we embark on a sightseeing tour of Sydney. We make our way to the
harbour foreshore and Mrs MacquarieOs Chair. The chair was carved out of the sandstone by convicts
for Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s wife in order for her to watch the activity on the harbour and await the
arrival of Ships from England. The point provides us with wonderful views of the Sydney Opera House ,
Harbour Bridge and Fort Denison . We then drive to OThe RocksQ a very historic part of Australia.
OThe RocksOhas been witness to much of Australia’s turbulent history since the arrival of Captain Phillip
and the First Fleet. It sits on one of the most beautiful shorelines of the world’s most beautiful harbour
and, restored to its early charm, the area is a hub of culture, history and entertainment. From The Rocks,
we stroll round Circular Quay to the Sydney Opera House , the spectacular home of the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra. Here we are met by a qualified guide and take a tour of this architectural
masterpiece, Australia’s foremost tourist attraction and one of the busiest performing arts centres in the
world. The Guided Tour includes a visit to all available theatres and foyers, explanations of various
features of the building as well as an insight to the history, construction and stories that make the Sydney
Opera House the eighth wonder of the modern world. There is now time to purchase lunch with a free
afternoon for shopping or personal sightseeing. We’ll meet up early evening to enjoy our dinner cruise on
the wonderful Sydney Harbour . Sydney’s most elegant way to dine afloat on the OMV Sydney 2000Q
synonymous with luxurious a la carte dining and first class service. We will enjoy the entertainment and
dancing, and sip a drink under the stars from the spacious upper deck. Our coach will be waiting at the
end of the evening for our transfer back to the hotel.

Day 3 (BLD): THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

We have an early start this morning to make the most of our day in the Blue Mountains to the west of
Sydney. Recently World Heritage Listed, the Blue Mountains National Park conserves some 218,000
hectares of rugged beauty containing a variety of terrain and a diversity of microclimates and ecological
wealth. Our first stop enroute to the mountains is at the Featherdale Wildlife Park to meet some
Australian animals including kangaroos, emus, wombats and dingoes. We then travel into the Blue
Mountains, stopping at the village of Leura. The name Leura, which is aboriginal for “lava”, was given to
the village because of the area’s wealth of volcanic stones. It is the rich volcanic soil that is responsible
for Leura’s international reputation of possessing some of the nation’s most beautiful gardens. Today we
enjoy a tour of Everglades Gardens , which is one of the most important historic gardens in Australia and
is considered by many to be unparalleled in the country for its unique design and historical significance.
We enjoy a light lunch here, then take the scenic Cliff Drive and stop to admire Echo Point and the
Three Sisters , a rock formation surrounded by Aboriginal Dreamtime Legend. Near here, we board the
recently unveiled Skyway with its world first Electro-Sceni Glass Floor. When we arrive at Scenic World,



we take a ride on both the Flyway & the Scenic Railway . The Flyway is the steepest aerial cable car in
Australia. It takes us on a 545 metre ride into the World Heritage Listed Rainforest of the Jamison Valley.
From here we wander along the 300m boardwalk to the base of the Scenic Railway...the world's steepest
incline railway. We then ascend some 415m up the escarpment at a gradient of 52 degrees!! It will be a
memorable day! Returning to Sydney we have time to freshen up for dinner in the hotel.

Day 4 (B): SYDNEY
Free day for shopping or personal sightseeing.

OPTIONAL TOUR - For the adventurous, we can experience the three-hour BridgeClimb adventure that
will take us to the top of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Of course the Sydney Harbour Bridge - or the
“coat hanger” as its affectionately called, is, along with the Opera House, Sydney’s most recognisable
structure. The Bridge is Australia's most famous and distinctive construction. It took nine years to build,
weighs 60,000 tonnes and, at its highest point, is 134 metres above the harbour. The bridge forms a vital
link between Sydney's northern and southern suburbs. Prior to its completion in the 1930s people living
on the North Shore either caught ferries to the city centre or made the long journey to Parramatta where
the harbour could be crossed by a number of small bridges. A Bridge Walk, along the top span of the
Bridge provides the most stunning views of the city and Harbour. (BridgeClimb operates in all weather
conditions with the exception of electrical storms.) The BridgeClimb adventure must be pre-booked as
tickets are for a specific time and date only and are a non-refundable purchase. Therefore, please book
this optional tour when you confirm your Sydney tour.

Own arrangements for dinner this evening — perhaps try nearby Cockle Wharf at Darling Harbour.

Day 5 (BLD): THE HUNTER VALLEY

We have another early start this morning as we make our way north to the wine growing region of Hunter
Valley. But it's not the wine that we’re here for - our first stop is at the fabulous Hunter Valley Gardens.
Nestled at the foothills of the Brokenback Ranges, in the heart of the Hunter vineyards, we will find over
25 hectares of spectacular international display gardens that will amaze us with sensational sights,
colours, fragrances and adventures of the twelve stunning feature gardens. Explore each garden one by
one and enjoy an exciting journey through flowers, trees and shrubs with an air of discovery at every turn.
Laze above the 10 metre waterfall and take in the superb views from the lookout or step back in time with
all your favourite fairytale characters in the Storybook Garden. And we simply have to see Hunter Valley
Gardens newest attraction...Dancing Waters - a magical water show featuring beautifully coloured lights
that are expertly choreographed to a series of musical pieces. We have all morning here so there’s plenty
of time to enjoy! Lunch is included at the gardens. This afternoon The Hunter Valley Cheese Factory
invites us to taste their range of fine handmade and preservative-free cheeses. The cheeses are available
for purchase, as are their preserves. Our last stop for the day is a visit to the Golden Grape Estate.
Whilst at this picturesque Vineyard we sample some of their premium Hunter Valley Wines and have time
to browse through their gift shop and perhaps visit the Wine Technology Museum which boasts exhibits
dating back to last century. After a great afternoon we express back to Sydney to ready ourselves for our
final night in Australia. Dinner this evening is at Australia’s highest and most spectacular revolving
restaurant — The Sydney Tower Restaurant. Situated at the top of one of Australia’s most famous
landmarks, Sydney Tower Restaurant offers us a truly unique dining experience. We’re treated to
breathtaking 360 degree panoramic views of Sydney and her harbour as we enjoy fine dining in the a-la-
carte 360 degrees Bar & Restaurant . Yet, another evening to remember! Once again, our coach will
transfer us back to the hotel.

Day 6 (B): DEPART AUSTRALIA
All good things must come to an end. However we have some free time for some shopping today before
transferring to the International Terminal in preparation for our flight back home.

All itineraries are subject to change due to occasional restrictions in opening times/days of some
attractions, e.g. churches, wineries etc.



Tour Inclusions for Australia Extension

* 5 nights motel accommodation at the Citigate Sydney Central, subject to availability
* 5 cooked breakfasts

* 2 motel dinners (3 course set menu) and two others — see below
* Coach transfer from International Airport to city hotel (Day 1)
* 4 hours coach charter for city sightseeing (Day 2)
* Guided tour of the Sydney Opera House

* Return inner city coach transfers to Circular Quay

¢ Dinner cruise on the MV Sydney 2000, Sydney Harbour
e Full day coach charter to the Blue Mountains (Day 3)
* Entry to Featherdale Wildlife Park

* Tour of Everglades Gardens and Light lunch, Leura
* One way ride on the Flyway, Blue Mountains

* One way ride on the Skyway, Blue Mountains

* One way ride on the Scenic Railway, Blue Mountains

e Full day coach charter to the Hunter Valley (Day 5)

* Entry to the Hunter Valley Gardens, brief guided tour and light lunch
* Tasting at the Hunter Valley Cheese Factory

* Wine tasting at the Golden Grape Estate

* Return inner city coach transfers to Sydney Tower Restaurant

* A-la-carte dinner at 360 degrees restaurant, Sydney Tower

* Coach transfer from city hotel to International Airport (Day 6)



NEW ZEALAND LAND ONLY PACKAGE PRICE: $3,995 per person**
Optional Australia extension $1,395**

Price is based upon double occupancy. Single supplement for the New Zealand portion
of the tour is $1,220. Additional single supplement for the Australia extension is $400.

Airfare is NOT included in package price; cost will vary depending on the departure
airport and can be arranged independently or by Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours.

A deposit check of $500 per person will hold your reservation. Final payment will be due
by August 3, 2008. Full refund of deposit, less a $100 handling fee, if you cancel on or
before August 3, 2008. Minor changes to the itinerary may be necessary depending on
weather or other conditions.

**Both New Zealand and Australia have been experiencing currency fluctuations between the NZ and
AUS dollar and the U.S. Dollar. This trip is based upon current rates, and may be adjusted upward or
downward, depending upon conversion rates.

Please note:

= A passport is mandatory to enter New Zealand and Australia . Passport must be
valid for six months beyond return date. Allow several months to obtain a passport if you
need one or a renewal.

=  Tour price does NOT include:
- airfare from U.S. to New Zealand, within New Zealand from North Island to South
Island, or airfare for Australia extension
- alcoholic beverages
- optional excursions
- end of tour gratuity for local guides and bus driver
- items of personal nature
- departure tax upon leaving New Zealand and Australia

= Full coverage trip insurance is included in the package price. Hidden Treasures
Botanical Tours uses a policy issued through AAA.

To reserve your spot on this fantastic trip, send registration form (next page) and a $500 deposit
check per person payable to “Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours, L.L.C.”. For more information
about the itinerary, or details on travel conditions, logistics, health and safety, etc. contact:

Mary Kroening

Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours, L.L.C.
4350 North Bridlespur Lane

Rocheport, MO 65279

573-881-6316

Email: hiddentreasures@centurytel.net




Registration Form
Garden Tour of New Zealand
November, 2008

Name
Address
City State Zip

Phone (home and or cell) Email

Emergency Contact Name and Phone

Mail this form and your deposit to:
Mary Kroening

Please mark your preferred travel arrangements Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours
4350 North Bridlespur Lane

Please include me for group airfare Rocheport, Missouri 65279

| will make my own airline reservation/arrangements

| would like assistance with making airline reservations from my nearest airport

Passenger Information

Please record information exactly as it appears on your passport. Passport information may be sent later if you have
yet to obtain a passport.

Legal name as on passport

Passport #

Passport Exp. Date

Passenger Information

Please record information exactly as it appears on your passport. Passport information may be sent later if you have
yet to obtain a passport.

Legal name as on passport

Passport #

Passport Exp. Date

Single Request a Share**
** (cannot be guaranteed, and if none available, you will be responsible for single supplement)

Single supplement ($1,220 New Zealand only, additional $400 for Australia extension ) Yes__ No

Special Requests

Special Diet Vegetarian Other

I have food restrictions/allergies to the following:

Please let us know if you have any special requirements or medical needs while you travel with
us:




Deposit Payment Information  (deposit $500 per person)
If paying by check: make payable to Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours, L.L.C.

amount $ check no.

If paying by credit card

Mastercard or VISA Amount

Address on credit card if different from above

Credit Card Number Exp. Date

Three digit security code from back of the card

Name as it appears on credit card

CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS AND PRICE GUARANTEE

At the time of printing, prices were correct. However, fluctuations in the exchange rates may result in the
need to amend the price. Once payment is made in full, price will be guaranteed as stated.

REFUND SCHEDULE

Final payment is due 90 prior to trip departure. A full refund will be given up to 90 days prior to the
departure date, minus a $100 administrative fee. Once final payment is made, there are no refunds within
90 days of trip departure.

Optional Australia Extension Yes No

Mail this form and your deposit to:
Mary Kroening

Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours
4350 North Bridlespur Lane
Rocheport, Missouri 65279




